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Welcome ProgramWelcome Program
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Stephanie 
Ferguson 
President 
Bellevue Schools 
Foundation Board 
of Trustees

Susan Ishii-Yin
Chair 
Spring for Schools

President-Elect 
Bellevue Schools 
Foundation Board 
of Trustees

Jerry Nguyen 
MC

Odle Middle School Orchestra

Tillicum Middle School Advanced Jazz 

Interlake High School Jazz Ensemble

Juliet Buder 
Executive Director, Bellevue Schools Foundation

Stephanie Ferguson 
Board President, Bellevue Schools Foundation Board of Trustees

Logan Dang 
Bellevue High School Student - Robotics

Akemi Cheavz Aquino and Jenny Hunter 
National Board-Certified Teachers

Rebecca Johnston and Alyssa Symmes 
Bellevue School District Parent and Mental Health Counselor

Laura Lynch 
Bellevue School District Parent

Dr. Kelly Aramaki 
Bellevue School District Superintenant of Schools

Bellevue High School Bellairs

Emerald Pipa Ensemble

Interlake High School String Quartet 

Newport High School Woodwind and Cello Ensembles

*Thank you to the creative minds of the Early Learning team and their students 
for producing our lovely centerpiece flowers.

Together, let us continue to cultivate a garden of opportunity, 
where every child can bloom and thrive.

Welcome to our garden party! Thank you to our amazing patrons, community 
partners and individual Bellevue Schools Foundation supporters for your continued 
support. We are thrilled to be together with you this evening.

As the school district leans into the final semester of the school year, we would like 
to thank Dr. Kelly Aramaki for his inspiring leadership and steadfast partnership. We 
are so grateful for his “joy sparking” energy and look forward to growing together in 
partnership supporting all Bellevue School District students.

Tonight, we invite you to support our entire student body, teaching staff, 
administrators, parents and Bellevue community by donating now during our 
Spring for Schools event this evening. Each generous donation sows the seeds of 
opportunity for Bellevue School District students. Just as water sustains a seedling, 
your support nurtures the foundation and the innovation of education.

We are thrilled to gather together to fund the educational excellence provided by 
the Bellevue School District. Your investment in BSF today shapes and enhances the 
future of Bellevue, creating the educated and inspired workforce and community 
leadership that will nurture for generations to come.

Please check out our Education Showcase and meet our innovative educators and 
inspiring students as they show off projects and programs funded by your donations.  
Take a moment to feel the joy emanating from the stage as our district music 
ensembles delight your ears and eyes.  And please enjoy connecting with friends old 
and new coming together for the collective purpose of supporting our kids with your 
generous donations. 

In gratitude, 



EducationEducation
SHOWCASE PRESENTATIONS
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BELLEVUE SCHOOLS FOUNDATION GRANT GRANT RECIPIENT

Spanish Speaking Author Visit Jennifer Ching

Cartooniversity Jessica Holloway & Jenny Davidson

Animal Adaptations Project Patrick West & Mireya Frederick

Flexible and Alternative Seating Lauren Helmers

Field Trip to Museum of History and Industry Lauren Helmers

Pre-K Calming Corner Andrea Hanson

Field Trip for Kindergarteners to See Theatre 
Performance

Homa Hassan

Since Time Immemorial Elizabeth Casey, Alisha Singh & Jami Hellickson

Combatting Climate Change Karen McGlocklin

Salmon in Schools Rebecca O'Connor

Social Emotional Board Games Mariano Lizano Alpazar

Social-Emotional Safe Space Joshua Long

Salmon in the Library Jennifer Ching

Spanish Language Books Jennifer Ching

Toymaker Rick Hartman Jennifer Ching

Field Trip to Museum of History and Industry Ashley Pogreba

Makerspace Cart Jessica Baser

Glass Fusing Project Karla Moreno

Pipa Project Jingran Wan & Chunqing “Tracy” Ge  

Video Equipment David Kline

Mental Health Awareness in the Library Lexie Tigre

Ties To Life: Learning How to Tie a Tie Lexie Tigre

Theatre Dance Clinician Alex Glover

Theatre Music Director Alex Glover

Theatre Vocal Coach Alex Glover

Interlake Big Dog Café- Coffee Shop Heather McLean

Mental Health Books Michele Dang

More Manga Please Tracey Croisier

Odle Multi-Cultural Night Jingran Wan, Rose Vahedi,  Amy Buckingham; 
Sandy Myerchin & Mar Soriano

PARTNERSHIP GRANTS 

Early Learning

Fentanyl Prevention

BOOM Experience

Mental Health

Computer Science

National Board Certification for Teachers

BELLEVUE SCHOOLS FOUNDATION GRANT GRANT RECIPIENT

HOSA to State Conference JaneMarie Brown

Mariachi Mary Davis

Music Clinicians Mary Davis

Pipa Club Chunqing “Tracy” Ge  

Borosilicate Glass Melissa Misoda

Orchestra Coaches & Clinician Annie Drassal

Choir NY Trip Julia Meyering

Manga Books Holly Anfang

Noticias en Espanol Para Familias Danya Schwab

Author Visit Consortium Elizabeth Roberts

Access to Spectrometers in Science Angie DiLoreto

Increasing Disability Representation Sara Ayars & Elizabeth Roberts

Living Voices Eric Nelson

Be Meditation Jeff Thomas & Wendy Powell

Robotics Wolverine Robotics (Bellevue High School)

Robotics Robototes and Technototes (Sammamish High 
School)

Robotics Titan Robotics (International School)

Robotics Saints Robotics (Interlake High School)

Robotics Ramen Robotics (Big Picture School)

Field Trips to the KidsQuest Museum for ECEAP 
Students

Heather Sanchez & Kellea Taylor

KidsQuest In-Classroom Hands-on Learning 
Experiences Plus Complimentary Free pass for 4 for 
each student

Heather Sanchez & Kellea Taylor

KidsQuest Joyful Night of Team Building and 
Learning

Heather Sanchez & Kellea Taylor

MAIN STAGE PERFORMANCES

5:00pm Odle Middle School Orchestra

5:20pm Tillicum Middle School Advanced Jazz

5:40pm Interlake High School Jazz Ensemble

6:40pm Bellevue High School Bellairs

7:00pm Emerald Pipa Ensemble

7:20pm Interlake High School String Quartet

7:40pm Newport High School Woodwind 
Ensemble and Cello Ensemble
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2023–2024 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Maria Barrios 
Malinda Elien 
Garrett Fenton
Stephanie Ferguson, President 
Allison Frey, Past President 
Renuka Getchell
Susan Ishii-Yin – President Elect
Jungyeol Kim 
Qiuya “Rachel” Li  
Chris Marks 
Kirsten Paulsen McGrath 
Jerry Nguyen
Deepa Patten 
Matt Scher 
Claire Sumadiwirya
Chandana Surlu
Lisa Winsby 

PAST–PRESIDENTS
Allison Frey: 2021–2022
Kimberly Walker: 2020–2021
Arthur Emery: 2019–2020
John Seethoff: 2018–2019
Lynn Janata Tremblay: 2017–2018
Mark Littrell: 2016–2017
Connie Peterson: 2015–2016
Bill DeJarlais: 2014–2015
Bill Pollard: 2013–2014
Trudi Jackson: 2012–2013
Sara Schmidt: 2011–2012
Jeff Hansen: 2010–2011
Betsy Johnson: 2009–2010
Laurel Preston: 2008–2009
Rob Lowe: 2007–2008
Susann Edmond: 2006–2007
Paul Bogel: 2005–2006

Rod Johnson: 2004–2005
Lew White: 2003–2004
Sharon Linton: 2002–2003
Jim Boudreau: 2001–2002
Jane Ewing: 2000–2001
Janine Florence: 1999–2000
Judd Lees: 1998–1999
Rob McKenna: 1996–1998
Ross McIvor: 1995–1996
Kristen Webb: 1994–1995
Jan Tanaka: 1993–1994
Kermit Anderson: 1992–1993
Jonelle Adams: 1991–1992 
David Schooler: 1989–1990 
Ann Lukens: 1987–1989 
Chuck Ketteman: 1985–1987 
Lynn Geri: 1982–1985 
Jim Wellman: 1978–1982 

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Kirsten Paulsen McGrath
Bill DeJarlais
Qiuya “Rachel” Li
Matt Scher*
Susan Ishii-Yin

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Justin Bird
Diana Chang 
Jasmine Chen
Jamie Gardner 
Trudi Jackson
Howard Johnson
Qiuya “Rachel” Li*
Jun Qian
Chandana Surlu  

GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE
Garrett Fenton
Stephanie Ferguson
Allison Frey*
Susan Ishii-Yin
Jerry Nguyen
John Seethoff

GRANTMAKING COMMITTEE
Maria Barrios
Chris Marks*
Malinda Elien*
Rosalie Gann
Deb Grover
Jerry Nguyen
Hongkai Chen
Chelsea Lientz 

ARTS, ENRICHMENT, AND INNOVATION 
SUB–COMMITTEE
Reiko Aramaki 
Maria Barrios
Malinda Elien*
Deb Grover
Mei Chen Leininger
Greg Lowder
Chris Marks
Bob Riley
Parul Shah

INVESTMENT SUB–COMMITTEE
Michaela Allen
Justin Bird*
Diana Chang 
Gina Davis
Timothy Ganahl
Sid ParakhKyle Gardner
Qiuya “Rachel” Li*
Andy Roed
Bob Shaughnessy
Lauren Shaughnessy
Chandana Surlu  

EVENTS SUB–COMMITTEE
Rachel Hall 
Susan Ishii-Yin* 
Ayoung Kim 
Jungyeol Kim 

Kristen Paulsen McGrath 
Sarah Moon 
Michelle Privat Obermeyer 
Naomi Okubo 
Carmel Sasaki 
Tanya Stoney
Claire Sumadiwirya 

STAFF
Juliet Buder, Executive Director
Radhika Penugonda, Development Manager 
Mindy Richardson, Finance Director 
Michael Smith, Development Director
Christy Minteer, Executive Coordinator, 

Bellevue School District

BSF AMBASSADORS
Kate Carl – Newport High School
Brittany Chaffee – Phantom Lake Elementary 
Eve Chan – Ardmore Elementary 
David Cordova – Clyde Hill  Elementary 
Kim Curtiss – Enatai Elementary 
Marti Enke – Medina Elementary
Xuemei “Mei” Feng – Chinook Middle School 
Renuka Getchell – International School
Deb Grover – Bellevue Big Picture School
Serena Ho – Puesta Del Sol Elementary 
Eraj Jayawickreme – Bennett Elementary 
Rachel Jayawickreme –Bennett Elementary 
Qiuya “Rachel” Li – Odle Middle School
Jingyuan Luo – Somerset Elementary/Tyee 

Middle School
Nancy McCarthy – Newport Heights Elementary 
Maria Ortega – Ambassador Lead 
Deepa Patten – Woodridge Elementary 
Kirsten Paulsen McGrath – Jing Mei Elementary 
Radhika Penugonda – Interlake High School
Ksenia Tshahhirov – Cherry Crest Elementary 
Melinda Weider – Sherwood Forest Elementary 
Maryl Widdows – Sammamish High School
Tammy Wright – Bellevue High School

*Committee Chair

Leaders tend to the garden: nurturing growth, weeding out obstacles, 
and ensuring each individual flourishes.
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Valedictorian ($10,000+)

Innovator ($25,000+)

Salutatorian ($5,000+)

We are immensely thankful to our sponsors and donors for helping to 
cultivate a flourishing landscape of support.

Salutatorian ($5,000+) Merit Scholar ($2,500+)

Advanced Classroom 
Technologies

Alpha Delta Kappa - Beta 
Alpha Chapter

Avidex 

Bank of Hope 

Bellevue Education 
Association

Chinook Middle School 
PTSA 

Tony Marrese 
Windermere Real Estate

Stephanie Kristen 
Windermere Real Estate

Christi Clark 
Coldwell Banker Bain

Friend ($1,000+)

Honor Roll Realtors® and Lenders

Coughlin Porter Lundin Inc 

Cutler Investment Group 
LLC 

DA Hogan & Associates, Inc.

Everyone by One

Foushee & Associates

Integrus Architecture

International School PTSA

NV5

Prime 8 Consulting

Puesta del Sol Elementary 
PTSA

Redback Industries LLC

Shiery’s Tutoring

Somerset Elementary School 
PTSA

Sweeney Conrad 

Tutta bella

Virginia Mason Franciscan 
Health

AssistX Education, LLC

Baird Foundation

Bellden Cafe

Concord Engineering Inc

Gallagher Construction, LLC

Merit Scholar ($2,500+)
Imagine Learning

JPC Architects 

LPD Engineering PLLC

Mahlum Architects

Micro K12 & Lenovo

Mutual Materials

NAC Architecture

WSECU

Wood Harbinger 

Workpointe

The Larry Benaroya Family Foundation

Donations made as of 3/24/2024.
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Aven Foundation

The Dean Witter Foundation

Special thanks to our In-Kind Donors

Childcare Photography

Rodney Xaivier 
Bambao

Justin Bird & Anna Holmberg

Qiong Chen & Yongshao Ruan

Jianguo Chen

Thomas Dohmke & Sarah Mader-Dohmke

Laura & James Dooley

John & Christine Enslein

Garrett & Jessica Fenton

Stephanie & Eric Ferguson

Ellie Halevy & Larry Kalman

Sharon Howard

Susan Ishii-Yin & Steve Yin

Jungyeol Kim & Steve Cho

Qiuya Rachel Li & Xiaoling Bao

Andrew & Chelsea Lientz

Shubo & Chun Lin

Lin Ma

Elaina Morris

Jerry Nguyen & Judy Cam

Naomi & Kenji Okubo

Gilbert Ong & Alvina Won

Deepa & Erich Patten

Michelle & Todd Reeves

Robert & Priscilla Riley

Sophia Siu & Kurtis Chinn

Lennart Tan & Helen Chang

Donations made as of 3/22/2024.
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Kelly Aramaki

Reiko Aramaki

Sugandha Bansal

Maria  Barrios

Phil  Bloch

Derk Bramer

Kate Carl

Mendi Carroll

Emilie Castle

Brittany Chaffee

Eve Chan

Olga Chigintseva

David Cordova

Kim Curtiss

Malinda Elien

Mei Feng

Garrett Fenton

Stephanie Ferguson

Allison  Frey

Jamie Gardener

Renuka Getchell

Deb Grover

Rachel Hall

John Harrison

Serena  Ho

Nicole Holley

Cara Ianni

Susan Ishii-Yin

Rachel & Eraj 
Jayawickreme

Howard Johnson

Sarah Keibler

Jungyeol Kim

Ayoung Kim

Mahalakshmi 
Krishnamoorthy

Qiuya Rachel Li

Jingyuan Luo

Chris Marks

Tracy Mayclin

Nancy McCarthy

Jenny Miller

Christy Minteer

Jerry Nguyen

Michelle Privat 
Obermeyer

Eunjung Oh

Naomi Okubo

Maria Ortega

Deepa Patten

Kirsten Paulsen McGrath

Radhika Penugonda

Bob Riley

Matt Scher

John  Seethoff

Tanya Stoney

Claire Sumadiwirya

Chandana Surlu

Jeff Thomas

Gargi Trichel

Ksenia Tshahhirov

Maryl Widdows

Melinda Wieder

Francine Wiest

Lisa Winsby

Tammy Wright

Sandy Zhang

Together, we nurture growth and empower generations to thrive.

What do you do with this? Open your camera application 
on your mobile device, and a pop-up will appear once you 

focus on the code. It’s donation magic!

Here are a few tangible examples of how YOUR donation 
makes a significant difference:

$200
The cost of 4 sessions for Title 
1 school students to learn from 

accomplished musicians

$435
One spectrometer for 

chemistry labs

$800
Admission for an entire 4th grade 

at an elementary school to visit the 
Museum of History and Industry

$350
A mental health screening tool for 

100 students

$1,705
One month of full tuition for 

1 preschool student 

$1,175
Access to a consortium of book 

authors for one elementary school



Thank YouThank You
A CHANCE TO SEE YOUR DOLLARS GROW

Funding Garden
Grow OurGrow Our

Funding Garden
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Bellevue Schools Foundation was founded in 1979 as the very first foundation in our state 
dedicated to funding K-12 initiatives in a public school district. And over 40 years later, our 
mission and funding is needed by our students and educators more than ever. 

As the District faces a $10 million budget gap, Bellevue Schools Foundation is stepping up 
to ensure that the people and programs we support can thrive. But, the amount we step up 
depends on how many community members step forward with us to confront an inadequate 
public funding model.   

We believe that Bellevue students deserve a world-class education, which requires financing 
outside of the typical local, state, and federal funding structures. On display this evening you 
will find the product of individuals joining together to invest in students’ collective futures. 
Each and every program in our Education Showcase is only possible through the donations of 
parents, community members, educators, and stakeholders committed to the belief that our 
students are deserving of a fully funded educational experience.

I hope your evening is joyful, inspiring, and most importantly, I hope you leave this room 
changed–by your actions, by something you learn, and by the company of others who believe in 
the power of philanthropy.

Juliet Buder
Executive Director 
Bellevue Schools Foundation

We are grateful you are part of our growth and success

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
Visit bsfdn.org 

and click “Start a 
Fundraiser” on top 

of page

Fill out the form Start fundraising!

You will receive an email with a link to share with friends and to post on your 
social media. The link will lead immediately to a donate page. You will also 

receive a link to track your progress called “Open My Fundraiser.”

Questions? Call 425-456-4199 or email info@bsfdn.org



BellevueSchoolsFoundation.org
425.456.4199  |  info@bsfdn.org

12241 Main Street, Bldg. #5 
Bellevue, WA 98005

Mail: P.O. Box 40644
Bellevue, WA 98015

Our hope for this evening is to be joyful, inspiring 
AND transformative. Through your actions, 

newfound knowledge, and the camaraderie of fellow 
philanthropists, we hope you’ll leave this room with a 
renewed commitment to the power of community in 

shaping the future of education.

Scan to Donate!

Table #


